
20 Fun Things To Do With 
a Document Camera 
Part 1 



Show full color 
images from 
magazines 

When we copy handouts 
for our students, we lose 
the engaging nature of 
color.  



Use a text or 
numbered image to 
teach verbs- either 
in English or a 
foreign language. 

Place number tags or 
sticky notes to images and 
have students respond by 
identifying the verbs they 
are seeing. 



Show things that 
are really small. 
Showing students the tiny 
side of the world- put 
leaves or items with fine 
details under the document 
camera to get a new look 
at an item! 



Use the capture 
function to show 
the steps of a 
process 
Take pictures of a separate 
process to walk students 
through problems. Put the 
images on separate slides 
of a PowerPoint or as a 
homework helper.  



Annotate text  
With technology we have 
many ways to annotate 
text- using the document 
camera is one of the 
easiest! Put the text under 
the camera and have 
students annotate or give a 
quick quiz. 



Project an app 
from your phone. 

Ever want an easy way to 
show your students an app 
or play an educational 
game together as a class? 
Most doc cams and phone 
displays are high quality 
enough for decent viewing. 



There are apps 
for almost every 
subject! 



Don’t just 
verbally discuss 
answers- show 
them!  
You can even take the 
worksheets and place 
them in a non-glare sheet 
protector to save on copies 
and paper.   



Use for bell-
work, warm-ups, 
and exit tickets 
Use the same bell-work 
class after class, use sheet 
protectors or copies. You 
can even keep a binder of 
bell-works to use year after 
year and save yourself time! 
 
Unlike something projected 
from your computer, 
students can come up and 
correct the work! 



Show and tell 
Have students share 
objects or documents 
without the hassle of 
scanning or taking pictures 
with a digital camera. 



Use as a timer or 
stop watch to 
help with time 
management. 
Put a dial timer or use your 
phone to give students a 
visual of how long they 
have been working or how 
much time they have left. 



Use real financial 
documents to teach 
students to read 
bills, contracts, or to 
give students applied 
math problems 

Find real –looking financial 
documents online by 
searching for items like 
“mock electric bill” or 
“receipt example”  



Model or teach 
note- taking skills 

Either take notes as 
students are or present 
your notes in the format 
that you prefer.  



Show 
manipulatives that 
are identical to the 
ones that students 
are using. 

Some students may get 
distracted by small 
differences in materials. This 
allows you to use the exact 
same materials your 
students are using. This 
works for everything from 
rulers to math counting 
cubes. 



Teach money 
concepts with 
real coins  

Have students identify coins, 
add them, subtract them, or 
show them rare coins.  
 
*Especially helpful because 
the look of the nickel and a 
few other coins have 
changed! 



Math, art, 
photography 
teachers show 
shapes and 
shadows! 
While there is nothing like giving a 
student a cube and discussing how 
many sides it has, the doc cam can 
help you teach the concept while 
they have the cube in their hands.  
 
Art and photo teachers may find 
that they can use extra lighting and 
shapes to help students 
understand directional light, 
shading and shadows.  



Puzzles 

Can be used for whole 
group puzzles and spatial 
games.  



Fun Poetry  
 Cut up nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs into 
squares (use cardstock or 
cardboard for longer lasting 
pieces) and let students 
practice creating sentences 
or even making poetry.  



Teach nutrition labels  

 Skip scanning everything 
before your students arrive, 
all you have to do is place it 
under the doc camera and 
either capture the image or 
show students live. 



Tips and Hints  
 Keep bell-works or 

workbook pages in a binder 
so you can stay easily 
organized (more 
manageable than 
overheads) 
 Low glare page protectors 

and a dry erase or wet 
erase markers work well 
 Use the zoom (or bend) 

function to enlarge items 
 

 Adjust the lights to ensure 
high quality imaging  
 Most document cameras 

have image capture (you 
can take pictures). In a 
pinch, you can use it to 
scan a document or photo 
 Some have video 

capabilities for recording 
 Since using a doc cam is 

faster than scanning, you 
can use new materials 
more easily 
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